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 CITY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 
 COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 

 
 

AGENDA DATE: October 14, 2008 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Recreation Division, Parks and Recreation Department  
 
SUBJECT:  Interview And Appointment Of Youth Intern Applicant To Park And 

Recreation Commission 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That Council:  
 
A. Interview applicant Diego Torres-Santos for the position of Youth Intern on the Park 

and Recreation Commission; and 
B. Request that Mayor Blum appoint Diego Torres-Santos to the position of Youth 

Intern on the Park and Recreation Commission. 
 
DISCUSSION:   
 
On February 7, 1995, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 95-025 that established 
a Youth Intern Program for Charter Boards and Commissions.  The Resolution was 
established to expand the opportunities for City youth residents to participate in the 
City’s governmental and advisory role process. 
 
On June 6, 2000, Council adopted Resolution 00-044 rescinding Resolution No. 95-025.  
The new resolution extended the Youth Intern Program to high school student 
volunteers who reside within the Santa Barbara High School District or attend other high 
schools within the City limits. Participating students will learn how public decisions are 
made and how City departments function, while participating in community service that 
may qualify for academic credit. 
 
Staff received an application with recommendations from Diego Torres-Santos 
requesting appointment to the Park and Recreation Commission as a Youth Intern. 
 
Diego Torres-Santos              
 
Diego Torres-Santos is a junior at San Marcos High School with strong leadership 
ability and a strong academic standing.  Diego is known for his excellent communication 
skills and his infectious smile and friendly attitude.  Diego lists community service as 
one of his extracurricular activities, exhibiting his strong interest in community and his 
commitment to working with youth and adults.  Diego holds a 3.38 academic G.P.A. in a 
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rigorous course of study, and manages to participate in his school’s Track and Field and 
the Royal Knights Choir Club. 
 
Diego is known for his excellent work ethic, respectful demeanor, and positive attitude in 
challenging situations.  He is highly recommended by his counselor who states that 
Diego is extremely dedicated and enthusiastic, but most of all, “a caring and 
compassionate young man with a strong moral compass.” 
 
Recently appointed to the Santa Barbara Youth Council, Diego is already making 
strides on the Council and taking a lead in many of its subcommittees. 
 
The Park and Recreation Commission continues to express appreciation for the 
contributions of past youth interns and is looking forward to the appointment of another 
youth on their Commission. 
 
Staff is confident that Diego Torres-Santos will fulfill his obligations as Youth Intern on 
the Commission. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): 1. Intern Application 
  2. Letter of Recommendation 
 
PREPARED BY: Susan C. Young, Recreation Supervisor 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Nancy L. Rapp, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
APPROVED BY:  City Administrator's Office 
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